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Unity in. diversity

W e Indians are a privileged people. A people with not
only an asons-old history but a future that seems set
to blaze new paths. A future that will not discard the past
but learn from it, build on it and mavybe, even improve
ol 1f.

In this second izsue of Averetika, it is this balance that we
have tried to achieve. Paying our respects to the past and cel-
ebratiy the uew. Rewebeing uld masters aud welcodog
young talent. Without forgetting that being young is not
about relegating the past to irrelevance, but opening it up to
TENTeIpr etation.

Avaretika itselfis about this balance. Despite naysaver s, we
wWere certain that there was a space for us. And the enthusi-
astic respomse to our first issue — pointng out errors in-
cluded — has strengthened our conviction that cur rich
heritage of performing arts isin oo danger of dying from
lacl uf interest, thuugh it dues need e issoaies fo
itz cause.

This izsue celebrates the endurability of all that iz India as
exemplified in cur performing arts. We donot recognise any
cultural divide — cur attempt iz to focus on what is ndian.
From the recently departed Bhimsen Joshi, the maestro we
cannever forget to T, Krishna, cne ofthe brightest voung
stars today in the classical music firmament,
from Jara Gara Mara, our enduring naticnal
authens, tu Kolgeer{ @4, an auexplained wa-
tonal phenomenon, we cover them all.
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Akhila Krishnamuthy iz a Chennai-
bazed freelance journalist with a spe-
cial interest in the world of

per forming arts.

A classical singer of the Gwalior gha-
Ldud, Amaremdra Dhaneshwar is o
freelance journalist and a cultural ac-
tivist based in Mumbai.

Adqshuman Bhowmick teaches Fng-
lish in Kcllzata, has been a music and
theatre critic for more than a decade
and iz in the midst of Tying to
fathom the nuances of interpreting a
calture i g post-colouial scenaiv o

hiz doctoral thesis.

Adpita Chatterjee iz a singer keeping
alive the dhrupad/dhamar traditicn
ofthe Agra gharana. She teaches
music, is @ writer, a radic presenter
and a wanslaton Till recently, she
headed the Academic Research De-
partient uf the ITC Saugeet Re-
search Academy She lives in
Kollzata.

Aqunabha Deb iz a freelance journal-
izt bazed in Kollzata. He writes on
Hindustani music.

Ashish Khokar iz an internaticnally
teputed dance cuitic aud histudan.
An authority on Indian dance, he
edits and publishes India’s only vear-
bocl: on dance — Afteedance. He
chairs the Dance History Sodety,

and is custodian-curater of mdia’
lar gest dance archives, the Mchan
Kholzar Dance Collection. He livesin
Bengaluru.

Diraupadi Rohera iz an independent

journalist and media instructor in
Mumbai.
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Fouldeep Kuamar iz a semior journalist
who writes on both Hindustani clas-
sical music and politics in leading
Englizh and Hindi newspapers and
magazines. He lives in Delhi.

Fashon Vasodeva is a Beugalwu-
bazed freelance journalist with a
wide range of inter ests. Her enthusi-
asm for the performing arts stems
from her family's professional in-
volvement in an arts troupe and her
own grounding in Bharatanatyam
and Carnatic classical music.

Sadanand Menonis a nativually 1 e-
puted arts editor, popular teacher of
cultural journalism, widely published
photographer, arts curator and pro-
lific writer and spealzer at seminars
on politics, ecology and the arts, A
long-time collaborator with Chan-
dralelzha, he is deeply invclved with
izsues connected with the creation of
a cuntepu iy Lodian dance.

Shamik Bag iz a freelance journalist
bazed in Kcllzata. He has contributed
the India chapter in a book on global
sounds published by Museyon, New
York:, and has worked for Rolling
Stomes, India.

Authuw uf Playurizbt at the centre:
Marathi drama from 1843 to the
fresert and Satyader Dubey: A fifty-
year foureey through theatre, Mum-
bai-based Shanta Gokhaleis a
translator from Marathi into English
of plays, novels and autobiographies;
a scriptwriter for films; an award-
winning novelist; and a columnist on
the pel ﬂ:uuuiu,g arts and colture.

Sheila Dhar was a rencwned story-
teller, musician and autheority on

Hindustani clazsical music. She
pazsed away in 2001,

Sreyashi Dastidar worlzed at The
Telgeraph, Kollzata, and now works
for Infosys Lid. in Bengaluru. She
feels nothing but awe-filled adu a-
tdon for those in Bengaluru who
brave the twin menaces of waffic
snarls and swindling autcriclshaws
to reach the venues for plays and
COLCETTS.

Susnnita Saha bills herself az a
lifestyle writer just to checl: out the
best cuncelts, hippest nightclubs and
heoliday hotspots gratds. She iz based
in Delhi.

Swagata %en iz a freelance journalist
and writer who also does odd jobs
out of her home office in Bengaluru.

Yagna Nag Choudhuriis an M.Fhil
student whuse thess tupic is Kabi
and muzical performances.

Yousuf faeed is an independent film-
maleer and researcher based in Drelhi.
He started hiscareer in educational
television in 1990, co-directing the
science series Turreing Podar for Do-
or darshan, and moved on to making
dvctwnentaries v vaied subjects.
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